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The Pacific Northwest Fish Wars 

 What Kinds of Actions Can Lead to Justice? 
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Raymond Mattz (Yurok) was arrested nineteen times for fishing on the Klamath River in 
California. He brought his case all the way to the Supreme Court and set a precedent 
for the Judge Boldt decision. He recalls the turning point in that case: “We had laid out 
our set net, but the Feds were there with their big guns, as were the reporters with their 

cameras, all waiting for us to go pick our net. I knew that if I picked my net, I’d be 
forcefully arrested, again. So, we watched the commotion from the shore until finally, my 
great-grandma said, ‘Enough of this, I’ll go.’ And so that little old Indian lady paddled out 

in her canoe and picked the net. And then came the officers, with their assault rifles, 
ordering her to stop. And the photographers came, too, capturing that very moment. A 
photograph of that confrontation made the cover of a national magazine. And then my 
tribe won our court case, being granted half of the fish and game within our indigenous 

territory.” 
 

Matika Wilbur Photography, Project 562 

http://americanindian.si.edu/NK360

