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Northern Plains History and Cultures 

 How Do Native People and Nations Experience Belonging? 

Supporting Question One: What Gives Native 

Nations a Sense of Belonging to the Land? 

Part A—Reciprocity 

Directions: Reciprocity means to give and take, a relationship that has a mutual benefit. Think 
about reciprocal relationships you might know about or be able to describe.  

Part B—Relationships to Land 

Directions: After analyzing the sources using the resource annotator, select three 
sources from the case study that best exemplify relationships Native Nations have 
with the land. These relationships might be physical, spiritual, familial, emotional, 
cultural, etc. Explain the relationship in your own words. 

Case Study Nation 

Name:  

Selected Source 1 

(Name the source) 

Selected Source 2 

(Name the source) 

Selected Source 3 

(Name the source) 

Get Started: 
List the kinds of 
relationships you 
observed… 

What does the evidence say about relationships?  
Describe the relationships you observed in each source. 

Relationship 1: Relationship 2: Relationship 3: 

Cite your claims: 
Quote or phrase the 
sources that support 
your explanations. 

What does the evidence say? Use quotes or paraphrase evidence 
from the sources you selected that back up your explanation.  
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Part C—Relationships and Reciprocity  

Directions: Share out with your peers the types of relationships you observed in Part A between Native Nations of the Northern 
Plains and the land. Then discuss how these relationships can be viewed as reciprocal. Record your claims below.  

Crow Northern Cheyenne 

Types of relationships… Types of relationships… 

In what ways does the Crow Nation have a reciprocal relationship 
with the land? 

In what ways does the Northern Cheyenne Nation have a reciprocal 
relationship with the land? 

Oceti Sakowin Three Affiliated 

Types of relationships… Types of relationships… 

In what ways does the Oceti Sakowin Nation have a reciprocal 
relationship with the land? 

In what ways do the Three Affiliated Tribes have a reciprocal 
relationship with the land? 
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